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June 25, 2010

Colonel James Baunchalk

Commander, William Beaumont Army Medical Center
5005 North Piedras Street

El Paso, TX 79920

Dear Colonel Baunchalk:

Thank you for your response to my letter of June 15 requesting information on the care of
traumatic brain injury (TBI) patients at Fort Bliss, and thank you for agreeing to take the time to
meet with me this Sunday, June 27 to discuss Fort Bliss’s and the military’s care of TBI patients.
I look forward to our discussion, during which I would like to further explore some of your
responses, including the following.

* Inresponse to my question about the military’s approach to TBI care compared to care
outside the military, you stated that as a level 2 DOD facility for TBI, Fort Bliss only
manages care for mild and moderate TBI and that more severe cases are referred to other
programs. You additionally state the scope of practice and care that members of your
TBI team provide is consistent with the care delivered by professionals in a civilian
medical setting. In our meeting, I would like to further examine how the overail quality
of TBI care at Fort Bliss serves our soldiers compared to what they may have access to in
civilian medicine. The medical professionals at Fort Bliss are, I am sure, dedicated to
their work. However, I would like to ensure that the system of TBI care, in general,
adequately addresses the needs of our service members and is adequately resourced.

¢ In response to my question about Building 805, you stated that the building was
constructed for the purpose of conducting initial screening evaluation and was located
next to the Deployment Readiness Center to increase the efficiency of screening. You
say delays have not impacted care because the facility is replacing current facilities, and
that a contract installing telecommunications infrastructure was awarded on June 17 with
an estimated work completion date of June 25. When will the facility open, and how will
its operation improve screening and care?

¢ In response to my question about the challenges of providing the highest level of TBI
care, you only responded by saying that the primary challenge has been recruiting and
retaining hlghly qualified medical professionals. TBI is one of the signature wounds of
our wars in Iraq and Afghamstan and some have estimated that almost 20 percent of
service members experience traumatic brain injuries. The challenges in comprehensively
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addressing TBI are enormous. I am sure that you face other significant challenges in
providing TBI care than the recruitment of medical professionals, and I look forward to
discussing this. Additionally, I look forward to examining whether or not Fort Bliss has
an adequate number of medical professionals to identify and treat the cases of TBI for
which it is responsible.

Thank you for your service and your cooperation in ensuring the highest quality of care for TBI
patients in the Armed Services. [ look forward to meeting with you on Sunday.

Sincerely,

sy le=rie

Harry Teague
Member of Congress



